
	  

August’s playful learning Checklist  
1. Cut out construction paper circles, triangles, squares and rectangles. Invite your child to 
make pictures from the shapes. When he’s finished, help him count the number of each shape 
he used. For example, he might say, “This house has 3 triangles, 4 squares…” 
 

2. Looking at a calendar, count the number of months from January to August. Since 
August is the 8th month, brainstorm different ways to make the number 8 {7 plus 1 
more, 6 plus 2 more, 9 take away 1, etc.} 

3. Give your child a pile of alphabet letters. {Dollar store magnetic letters work great!} Ask 
him to sort the letters into three categories: letters with straight lines, letters with curvy lines 
and letters with both curvy and straight lines. 

4. Have your child dictate a letter to his new teacher saying “hello” and sharing a few 
of his favorite things. Invite him to draw a picture of himself on the back. 

5. Read the book “The Kissing Hand” by Audrey Penn. Then use a washable marker to draw 
a heart on the top of your child’s hand. Kiss the heart and remind him that you will always be 
with him – even if you are not physically together. {This is a great reminder to give before the 
first day of school.} 

6. Write each letter of the alphabet on a different post-it note. Hide the notes 
around the house and then invite your child to go on a hunt to find all 26 letters. As an 
extra challenge, ask him to arrange the post-its in ABC order. 

7. Help your child learn that dimes are worth ten cents by giving him a pile of dimes and 
inviting him to count by tens to determine how much the pile is worth.  

8. Invite your child to draw a detailed picture of a neighborhood tree – being careful 
to use shades of green that closely match the color of the leaves. Next month, ask 
your child to draw the tree again and compare his pictures. Did the tree change? Why? 

9. Build your child’s reading confidence by pointing out words he already recognizes as you 
drive around town together. Good places to start include stop signs, grocery store marquees 
and fast food logos. 

10. Help your child learn about changing states of matter by filling three separate 
balloons – one with water, one with air and one with ice {place a water balloon in the 
freezer for a few hours}. Then compare the three balloons. What balloon is lightest? 
What balloon is hardest? Etc. 
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